


RELIGION, POLITICS AND MEDIA DISCOURSE
IN THE GLOBAL CONTEXT: ESSAYS IN
HONOUR OF HIS EXCELLENCY AMBASSADOR
DR YEMI FAROUNBI

Editors

J.K Ayantayo (Ph.D.)
G.N. Ayantayo (Ph.D.)
E.O. Samuel (MA))

2024

©Jacob Kchindc AYANTAYO
GloriaN. AYANTAYO
Elijah Oluwatobi SAMUEL
08034297780, 08061221640
aYantayokc\hinde”mai!:.com,

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED
No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system,

or transmitted in any form or by any means—electronic, mechanical,
photocopying, recording, or otherwise—without prior written permission.

ISBN: 978-978-968-512-9
Hope Publications
Businessaddresses 112,
Gaff Building Ibadan,
Opposite University of Ibadan Second Gate
Oyo Road, Ibadan.

PRINTED BY
Joystar Prints & Company

® 08062404428/08168410360
e-mail: joystarprints2002@gmail.com


mailto:joystarprints2002@gmail.com

Chapter L

Chapter 2:

Chapter 3:

Chapter 4:

Chapter 5:

Chapter 6:

Chapter 7:

Chapter 8:

Chapter 9:

TABLE OF CONTENTS
PART 1: BIOGRAPHICAL MATTER

Dr Yemi Farounbi: A Committed Leader.
Adcmola ADEFILA.

Ambassador Yemi Farounbi in
Multicolour Gowns: Religion, Media, and
Politics. Jacob Kehinde. AYANTAYO
(Ph.D.) and Elijah Oluwatobi SAMUEL.

PART 2: RELIGION
Religious Integrity Vital for Good
Citizenship in Nigeria. Joseph Olufemi
ASHA, (Ph.D.).

Phenomenological Approach to Christian
Political Apathy and Its Consequence on
Nation Building. Victory Epuc, OGIE
and Elijah Oluwatobi SAMUEL.

The WAZOBIA trifccta and the rest of the
citizens: Is one Nigeria a myth? Veronica
Vou AJIBULU (Ph.D.) and Terna
Akambe NENGE.

Driving Society and Church Towards the
Path of Accountability with Sociological
and Ethical Vehicles. Gloria N. Avantayo
(Ph.D.).

Christianity, Governance and
Entrepreneurship in Nigeria. Rachael
Oluwatoyin ALAO, (Ph D.).

Pan Nigerian, The Poisoned Holy
Communion and The Citizens' Psyche:
Masking the Pandemic. Olaitan Oyedele
OLAOBA (Ph.D.) and Terna Akambe
NENGE.

Jewish Mcssianism, Peace Building and
Sustainable Development in Nigeria.
Adebanjo Abiodun Adeyinka and
Ephraim Ikycrnum SACHIA.

\

1”3

5-11

13-21

23- 32

33-44

45 - 59

61-82

83-96

AT *08



Chapter 10:

Chapter 11:

Chapter 12:

Chapter 13:

Chapter 14:

Chapter 15:

Chapter 16:

Chapter 17:

Chapter 18:

Chapter 19:

Digital Evangelism: A Useful Strategy for
Soul Winning in Redeemed Christian
Church of God. Damilarc Samuel ALAO
& Funmilayo Man BABALOLA.

What Is the Dialogue Process Between
African Religion and Science? Maya
GBASHAHWANGE, (Ph.D.).

Henry Venn as a Model for Indigenising
Christianity in  Africa.  Jeremiah
OGUCHE (Ph.D.).

Moral Prescriptions for Healing and
Longevity in the Nigerian Socio-Political
Landscape. Prof. Jacob  Kchinclc,
AYANTAYO (Ph.D.).

PART 3: POLITICS

The Nigerian Senate. Stephen Akinyemi
LAFENWA (PhD).

The Nigerian State, Politics, Media and
The Fourth Republic. Idowu JOHNSON
(PhD) and Emmanuel AKINWALE.

Tinubu's Burden: A  Paradoxical
Presidency. John A.A. AYOADE mni.
Emeritus Professor. 5

Banditry and Underdevelopment in Nigeria:
An Impediment To Sustainable Development
Goals. Temitopc Oluwafcmi OLOWOLAFE.

Ethnicity in Nigeria: Reflections on
Achieving Unity in Diversity. Idowu
JOHNSON (PhD).

Lost in Translation: The Challenge of
Preserving Culture in a Globalised World.

Titilavo O. ADERIBIGBE (Ph.D) and
Adcorikc A. ADERIBIGBE.

Vi

109- 123

125-136

137-146

147-162

,63-18!

183-201

203 - 220

221 —233

235-251

253 - 269



Chapter 20:

Chapter 21:

Chapter 22:

Chapter 23:

Chapter 24:

Chapter 25:

Chapter 26:

Chapter 27:

Women Political Empowerment: A Panacea
for Sustainable Development in Nigeriain the
21" Century. Olufunmilola Adcdayo
OGUNBUNMI (PhD) and Ukamaka
Augusta IWUAMADI.

PART 4: MEDIA

Private and Public Media Align in Promoting
or Criticising the Government? Evidence
from Channels TV and Nigerian Television
Authoritv. Olufemi Emmanuel ADEFILA
(PhD).

Community Radio, Grassroots Mobilisation
and Mass Orientation for National
Development in Nigeria. Pace Media
Concept,  Abuja. Rasag  Akanmu
AKINYEMI (Ph.D.).

The Implications of Social Media in the
Uprising of End SARS Protects and
National Security in Nigeria. Emmanuel
Adelekan Olutundc OJEWUNMI.

Effect of Light and Lighting Craft on
Visual Productions, Department of Mass
Communication and Media Technology.
Sunday IDOWU and Wahccd Bayonle
BUSARI (PhD).

Issues in Media Reportage of Court
Proceedings and Decisions. Ise-Oluwa
ICE. PhD and Ade™la Adijat FALEYT.
PhD.

African Marital Values and Rising Rate of
Domestic Violence, Bunmi Fcmi AMAO,
Ph.D.

Media Culture and African Society. Layo
ADENIYI PhD.

vii

271 -288

289-305

307-314

315-330

331 -337

339-355

357-368

369-381



Chapter 28:

Chapter 29:

Chapter 30:

Chapter 31:

Marxist  Ideology and  Multimedia
Aesthetics: A Dialectical Approach to |

Will Marry When | Want. Adedapo
Mathew OWOLAB1 PhD.

Promotion of Indigenous Writing for
Value Restoration. Bunmi Femi AMAO.

PhD.

Social Media, African Culture and The
African Society. Prof. Biodun AKINPELU
PhD.

Towards Liberation Journalism.
Teaching, Preaching, Leadership, and
Public Service in the Emerging
Struggles Against Neo-Colonialism in
Africa. Prof. NWOLISE, Osisioma

B.C. (Ph.D.).

383 - 398

* 399-405

407-415

417-430



CHAPTER TWO

AMBASSADOR YEM1 FAROUNBI IN MULTICOLOUR
GOWNS: RELIGION, MEDIA, AND POLITICS
* * *

ProfJacob Kchindc AYANTAYO,
Professor of Religious Ethics, Religion and Society
and Religious matters in Peace and Conflicts
University of Ibadan. Ibadan.

E-mail: avanvtayokehindc@gmail.com
Tel No: 08034297780
&

Elijah Oluwatobi SAMUEL
Department o f Religious Studies
University of Ibadan.
+2348137690693
onimisitobi@gmail.com

Birth Details
mbassador Ycmi Farounbi. an officer of the order of Niger (CON), a
former Nigeria Ambassador to the Philippines and the Kingdom of
Cambodia and the Asiwaju of Ora land, is a well-known Nigerian
politician, broadcaster, and diplomat who has had a significant influence on
the media and diplomatic landscape. Farounbi. bom on 1st October 1944 to
the family o f the Late Reverend Farounbi and the Late Mrs Farounbi. has had
a remarkable career spanning multiple decades. He hails from Ora-Igbomina.

Educational History

Yemi Farounbi attended various primary and secondary schools because his
father was often transferred during his pastoral work: hence, the family had
to relocate on different occasions. Some schools he attended include St
Andrew's Primary School. Usi. Ekiti, Christ's School, and Ado EKiti, among
others.

After completing his secondary education, he worked in a Primary School at
Aramoko EKiti. where he meta young doctor who took an interest in himand
orchestrated his study at the University of Nigeria. Nsukka. for his university
education after being offered admission. The doctor paid his first semester’s
fees. He had difficulty paying the second semester's expenses until hisparents
took a loan with 20% interest. He arrived at UNN 14 days before the
commencement ofthe semester’s exam. Therefore, he contemplated whether
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to write the exam or defer the admission. He eventually wrote the exam and
excellently passed well to become one of the best ten students who received
the University's scholarship. Before the results were released, he was already
seeking the Federal Government's scholarship. He eventually won the
Federal Government scholarship alongside 60 other beneficiaries.

During the commencement of the civil war. he had to depart from UNN
because then Colonel Odumegwu Ojukwu stated that he could not guarantee
the safety of non-Igbos living in Eastern Nigeria, which later declared itself
the Republic of Biafra. This created a problem for him since he couldn't
transfer the university scholarship from the University of Nigeria to another
university. Therefore, he wrote a letter to the then Head o f State, Gen. Yakubu
Gowon, stating that he cannot suffer for what he knows nothing about. Gen.
Yakubu Gowon promptly replied to him and copied the Minister of
Education, saying that the Federal Government would take over his
education. He then transferred to the University of Ife (now Obafemi
Awolowo University), where he earned his first degree, then proceeded to his
master'sdegree in Public Administration in the same citadel of learning. After
completing his second degree, he was advised to proceed with his doctorate.
He listened to the counsel, began some courscwork. and was asked what field
he wanted to major in; he replied. "Performance in Creativity". He wanted to
know when an announcer becomes a good announcer and when a reporter
becomes a good reporter. He didn't finish due to some internal issues.

He then went on to bag several foreign degrees. In 1972, he completed a
human resources management course at the Polytechnic ofCentral London.
In 1976. he moved to Florida to study mass communication research at
Stanton University, Florida and the Centre for Mass Communication
Researchand Training. Leicester University. In 1974, he earned his master's
degree in public administration (1975) and his doctorate (honours) from
Northwestern University. Philippines, in 2014.

Career in Media

When Farounbi entered the broadcast sector, he was an assistant secretary for
the establishment and training in WNTV-WNBS, Ibadan, the first television
network in Africa. Through perseverance and hard work, he advanced to
station General Manager, then NTV Ibadan, in 1977. He was transferred to
what is now known as NTA Akure in January 1981. from where he retired in
July 1981.
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rarounbi is a highly productive writer and producer of films and television
shows with multiple credits. Her name can be found on credits for critically
praised films such as Agbaarinand Iwa. Along with Archi ar.dJgba Oro. he
produced and funded the two-part Yoruba film Yapon Yarin. Farounbi is a
«Titer who has contributed articles and stories to publications like Owena
News, Sunday Sketch. Sunday Tribune, and Saturday Tribune.

Reportedly playing a crucial role in the founding of BCOS-TV Ibadan,
Farounbi served as the Governor of Oyo State's Special Assistant for
Broadcasting, Chairman of the Oyo State Information Directorate, and
Chairman o f the University of Benin Visitation Panel. A member ofthe Lead
City University Governing Council. Ibadan: Farounbi. Chairman. Osun State
Broadcasting Corporation; and a one-time member ofthe Governing Council
of the Yaba College of Technology. Farounbi worked as a managing
consultant at Ondo State Radiovision Corporation in Akure in 1985-6. lie
served as a consultant for the hiring of OGTV's pioneer personnel in
Abeokuta in 1981 and as a member of the committee on the programming

philosophy of OGBC Radio in 1976. In 1981. he was also a consultant for
establishing Ondo State Television.

Diplomatic Career

Forounbi's experience and cloul went beyond the media os he entered the
diplomatic sphere. He was chosen to serve as Nigeria's ambassador to the
Philippines (July 2012-2015), where he successfully advanced Nigeria's
objectives and developed friendly tics between the two countries. While
serving as an ambassador, he worked to improve trade, cultural exchanges,
and educational opportunities between Nigeria and the Philippines. Me also
served as Nigeria's ambassador to the Kingdom of Cambodia, a former
French Colony which, in 1972. the Nigerian government sent Nigeria Police
to restore order to the territory.

Associations

Farounbi served in several organisations, such as Oyo State Council of Arts
and Culture. Ibadan: 1979-1983. Governing Council. Yaba College of
Technology: 1985-91. Governing Council. Lead City University. lbadan:
2005 till date. He is also a member of the Nigerian Institute of Management-
1980. Institute of Personnel Management of Nigeria-1980, Overseas Press
Media Association-1978. and Oyo State Amateur Wrestling Association-
2006-2010.
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He is a Fellow of the Society of Nigeria Broadcasters-1985. a Fellow of the
Nigerian Union of Journalists-1980 and Trustee. Association of Nigerian
Theatre Practitioners -1994, and a Council Member of the Professional
School of Public Relations 2019.

Media Outlets Established
Farounbi established several media outlets such as Living Spring 104.5 FM.
Orisun Radio 89.5. a complete Yorubaradioservice, Channel32 TV. Osogho
and New Dawn TV. and Ibokun. Started 'wo Television: 1982-83 completed
Reality Television Service. Iwo: 2007-2010 and the installation of Realty
Radio Service. lwo in 2010

Appointments

Farounbi has been on different occasions appointed os a Member of the
Committee on the Preparation of Programming Philosophy for Ogun State
BroadcastingCorporation-1976, Member of Western State. Economic Project
Performance Unit (EEPU) Study Committee on Establishment of Radio Oyo,
Ogun. and Radio Ondo-1976; National Secretary. Society of Nigerian
Broadcasters-1980-1981; Consultant on the Staffing of Ogun State
Television. Abeokuta July-Sept 1981, External Examiner(Department of
Mass Communication) the Polytechnic, Ibadan-1982-1993, Member.
Committee of Enquiry into the Lagos State Broadcasting corporation-1985,
Member, Executive Council, Society of Nigerian Broadcasters-1986.
Chairman. Committee on the establishment of Osun State Broadcasting
Corporation-1992 External Assessor to Appointments & Promotions
Committee, the Polytechnic, Ibadan-1985-1987.

Lecturing Experience

Farounbi has experience lecturing part-time at the Department o f Language
and Communication Arts, University of Ibadan, teaching post-graduate
classes in the history’ of communication thought, media planning, and
techniques from 1985 to 1992. Part-time Lecturer, Department of Mass
Communication. Ibadan Polytechnic. Ibadan, teaching public relations and
advertising, and Communication Theory: 1985-1991
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Head of Organizalions/Bodics

Farounbi has headed differeni organisations on different occasions, such as
Chairman Deolag Advertising Ltd; Ibadan: 1983-85. Chairman, Delphi
Communications Ltd. an AAPN registered agency, Lagos: 1985-1995. He
was Chairman of Daily Times on Nigeria Pie, Lagos: 2000-2004. Was
Chairman. Osun State Broadcasting Corporation, Osogbo: 2000-2010

Chairman. Board of Trustees, Association of Nigerian Theatre Arts
Practitioners Member. International Press Institute -1979. International
Institute o f Communications-1979. Chairman. Board of Trustee. Association
of Nigeria Theatre Practitioners-1994till date; Trustees, Centre for Media
Resources in Development -2006-2012, Chairman. Centre for Public Policy
Analysis-2003-2012. Chairman. Ibadan City Polvtcchnic-2016 till date

Fight Against Oppression

During his undergraduate days at the University of Ifc. he quarrelled with his
Head o f Department because he attempted to divert a scholarship meant lor
the poor student in his class, whom they all knew should be the recipient of
the scholarship. The HOD tried to award a lady in the department whose
standard of living was good. So. he mobilised his department's members
against the department head. Aithough the HOD was expected to fail him. he
didn’t. Afterwards, due to his statistical proficiency, the HOD called him to
assist with analysis.

During Gen Sanni Abacha's regime as the Head o f State, the Nigerian Punch
interviewed him. and he emphatically stated that "It is an irresponsible thing
for anyone to support Abacha in self-succession and that such politicians that
do so are irresponsible and unpatriotic." Some Yoruba politicians bought
copies of the newspaper interview and gave them to Abacha. Someone told
Farounbi that he would be vehemently punished for that act; surprisingly.
Abacha received the information butdid not respond or react.

Political Involvement

Farounbi was involved in Nigerian politics and his work in the media and
diplomacy. On several venues, he has promoted development, good
government, and the advancement of Nigerian culture and values.

His political engagements include Publicity Officer, Action Group Students
Wing University of Nigeria, Enugu Campus-1964-1965; Coopted Member.
Executive Committee. Unity Party of Nigeria. Oyo Stat-1981-1983; Deputy
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National Chairman, PcoplcsSolidarity Parly-1987-1989; Chairman.
Campaign Committee, Oyo State, Social Democratic Party-1989, Chairman.
Osun State Social Democratic Party-1991-1992. National Vice Chairman,
Later National, Deputy Chairman, United Nigeria Congress Party-1996-
1998, National Chairman. Network for Democracy-1994-1998, Trustee,
Peoples Democratic Party-1998-1999; Chairman, Peace Committee, Osun
State-2003, Chairman, Campaign Committee. Osun State PDP-2003,
Chairman. Technical Committee set up by Governments and Leaders of
South Western States to produce. South-West Agenda for CONFAB-2006.
He had earlier served as a consultant to the SW delegates at the 1995-6
Constitutional Conference.

Publications

Some of his publications include Farounbi Staffing and the Nigerian
Broadcasting Organizations. Thesis for Master's Degree University of Ifc,
1975, Farounbi The Nigerian Manager and his Environment, Management
Information Journal, June 1979; Farounbi Television, Politics And Society in
Nigeria: Options for the Future; Television Quarterly (vol.l no.3 October
1979).Farounbi, 25 years of TV in Nigeria. Africa now, Oct 1984 and
Farounbi Television in Nigeria, West Africa Technical Review May 1983
Mass Media and the future (NTV Ibadan. Ibadan. 1979).Tclcvision and the
Society (NTV Ibadan, Ibadan, 1980), Controversy within; The Dynamics of
Office Politics. (Sketch Press. 1983). Yemi Farounbi: In the Media. (White
Management Services) Ibadan 2004) Broadcasting Management: An
Analysis of Principles and Practices 1972) In defence of Nigerian
Broadcasting (1975), Whither Nigerian Broadcasting (1975). Pause to Think
(1976), Managing Broadcasting in Challenging Environment: A Book of
Readings (awaiting publication), Ona Abayo, (Banji Ojo Communications,
Ibadan 2006). Ile is married with children.

Legacy and Impact

He persuaded Bola Ige's administration to construct a 20-bcd health centre in
Ora, begin rural electrification, establish a technical college in Ora, begin
construction on the Ila/Ora Road, and offer portable water supplies. He also
made politics worthwhile and opened doors for diverse leadership roles. He
played acrucial role in giving many people who became outstanding men and
women in today's society jobs.
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Philosophy of Life and Religious Belief

He does not believe in cxccssivencss; hence, he lives a straightforward life
void of greed and filled with contentment. He does not believe in the
accumulation of assets. He attributes all he has acquired, accomplished and
achieved to the grace of God and the work of God through him. He firmly
believes that when anyone is under God's protection. God will make them
escape the time/moment those planning their downfall have fixed.

Hobbies

Ambassador Yemi Farounbi hasa penchant for Music. Singing. Dancing, and
reading. His passion for reading was spurred during his first year at the
University of Nigeria. Nsukka, when he read a piece titled "The usefulness of
unrequired reading.” This spurred him to read wild and wide. He believes that
any information obtained through reading will be helpful someday. He also
loves media. Hence, he ventured into broadcasting. He is a staunch lover of
local delicaciesand does not eat to satisfaction.

Ambassador Yemi Farounbi is widely honoured for his contributions to
Nigerian media, diplomatic career, and dedication to advancing his country.
In addition to improving Nigeria’s foreign relations, hiswork in television set
the groundwork for upcoming generations of broadcasters. Farounbi is still
regarded as a significant person in Nigeria because of his commitment,
foresight, and different service forms. Many people working in the media,
diplomacy, and public service continue to be inspired by his legacy.

Achicvemcents/Awards

Farounbi is a recipient of different awards. He was listed in the following
categories: Whosewhere in Nigeria. Whosewhere in Africa, Whoscwhcrc in
the Commonwealth, and Whosewhere in Communication in the World.
Awards: State Scholarship, University of Nigeria, being one of the best ten
students in the 1964/65 session. University of Ifc Students Union, Certificate
of Merit for Outstanding Leadership-1968 and Peter Odumosu Prize for
having the best result in the Masters in Public Administration Examination.
University of Ifc (Now OAU Ifc). The Federal Government of Nigeria
awarded him the Officer ofthe Order of the Niger (2008) and the Osun State
Certificate of Merit.
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